proforma sheets. In order to decide whether shifting SRF was present our patients were examined in the supine and sitting positions. Observation of the fundus was made by indirect ophthalmoscopy when the head was rotated from side to side. Patients were deemed to have shifting SRF only if the movement of fluid was massive (i.e., with an obvious change in configuration of the detached retina).
The term shifting subretinal fluid (SRF) is used when after a change in posture the configuration of the detached retina, when observed with indirect ophthalmoscopy, alters immediately owing to 
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proforma sheets. In order to decide whether shifting SRF was present our patients were examined in the supine and sitting positions. Observation of the fundus was made by indirect ophthalmoscopy when the head was rotated from side to side. Patients were deemed to have shifting SRF only if the movement of fluid was massive (i.e., with an obvious change in configuration of the detached retina).
Results
Twenty-five cases (5%) of our series were found to have shifting SRF.
Membranes. For shift of SRF to occur the retina must be mobile enough to allow its contour to change. Twenty (80%) of our cases had no evidence of periretinal membrane formation, and in the remaining five cases there was only minimal preretinal membrane present which was not sufficient to interfere with retinal mobility.
Holes. Of the 25 cases studied 15 (60%) were found to have retinal holes either before or during operation. In all cases the holes were 'small'-i.e., small enough to be detected with difficulty by indirect ophthalmoscopy). Holes were not found in the remainder principally owing to the significantly high (p<0-05) incidence of aphakia in the shifting SRF group (Table 1) , with the recognised difficulty in locating small holes in these cases. 4 Posterior vitreous detachment. In all 25 cases with shifting SRF a complete posterior vitreous detachment was present.
Duration of retinal detachment. In our series (Table 2) 17 (68%) detachments had been present for more than one month as compared with 187 (42%) in 
